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INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /088R 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:EESVENDSEN:MVS 
APPROVED BY IO:PSBRIDGES 
IO/UNP:TNILES 

NEA/ARN: WNHOWELL (SUBS.) 

AF/E:MBERRY (SUBS.) 

000887 081918Z/47 

R 081617Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 199791 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNGA, RQ. SY, TZ 

SUBJECT: C-24: SYRIA AND TANZANIA 

REF: A) DAMASCUS 4464 
B) DARES SALAAM 3221 

1 . DAMASCUS REPORTS THAT SYRIA MAY BE WILLING TO TAKE A 
MORE POSITIVE STANCE ON PUERTO RICO WHEN IT COMES UP IN 
THE COMMITTEE OF 24 LATER THIS MONTH (REF A). AS USUN IS 
AWARE, SYRIA LAST YEAR VOTED AGAINST THE PROCEDURAL MO- 
TION TO POSTPONE THE DEBATE ON PUERTO RICO. HOWEVER, 

CONTINUED STRAINS WITH CUBA OVER THE ERITREAN QUESTION 
AND ADMISSION BY A FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL THAT IT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO EQUATE PUERTO RICO WITH A COLONIAL SITUATION, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MAY IMPLY A WILLINGNESS TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING. 

2. REF B (BEING REPEATED SEPARATELY) STATES THAT A COPY 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S PROCLAMATION ON PUERTO RICO WAS PRE- 
SENTED TO A TANZANIAN OFFICIAL WHO SEEMED PLEASED WITH 
IT, BUT GAVE NO INDICATION OF TANZANIA'S POSITION ON 
PUERTO RICO IN THE C-24 THIS YEAR. LAST YEAR, TANZANIA 
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WAS ABSENT AT TIME OF VOTING. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: USUN SHOULD AS APPROPRIATE FOLLOW 
UP WITH THESE TWO DELEGATIONS, AND URGE SUPPORT ON 
PUERTO RICO IN THE C-24 LATER THIS MONTH. WE HOPE THAT 
THE SYRIANS MAY BE WILLING TO SUPPORT, OR AT LEAST 
ABSTAIN ON, THE DEFERRAL MOTION LATER THIS MONTH. 

IN VIEW OF THE GOOD WORKING RELATIONS USUN HAS ES- 
TABLISHED WITH TANZANIAN PERM REP SALIM, IT SEEMS 
POSSIBLE THAT TANZANIA WILL BE MORE RESPONSIVE TO US 
CONCERNS ON PUERTO RICO THIS YEAR. IF TANZANIANS 
CANNOT BE PERSUADED TO SUPPORT A PROCEDURAL MOTION TO 
DEFER, WE HOPE THAT AT THE LEAST THEY WILL ARRANGE TO 
BE ABSENT AT THE TIME OF A VOTE, AS THEY DID LAST YEAR. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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